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DEATH 


Mr. FA MES PEIRCE 


My Brethren, 
HE civilix d Part of Mankind 
have always held themſelves ob- 
liged to pay a ſort of religious Regard 
to the Will and Requeſts of dying 
Friends. And it has been juſily 
eſteemed very indecent and inhuman, 
by A 2 wholly 


144 
wholly to diſregard, or greatly to de- 
viate from their laſt Directions. Up- 
on this Account I was not at liberty 
to chooſe a Subject for your preſent En- 
tertainment: Since your late moſt ex- 
cellent Paſtor, now with Cod, often 
deſired, and particularly the Day be- 


fore his Death, inſiſted, that when- 


ever it oui fall io my unhappy Lot 
to do him this laſt Office of Kindneſs, 
T ſhould ſpend this Time in ſtirring 
up your pure Minds by way of Re- 
membrance, that ye may be mindful of 
the Things which he taught you 


frem the Word of God, and of the 


Neceſſity of your forming your Prac- 
tice agrecably thereto. To. anſwer his 
Defign, I think it proper to inſiſt on 
thoſs Words of our Saviour, which 


are written, 


Jour 


JoN XIII. > 
If ye know theſe things, happy are ye 


if ye do them. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour had been teach- 
ing his Diſciples the great Duties of 
Humility and Charity; and the more 
e ffectually to ingage them to the Prac- 

tice ur tueſe Virtues, he ſer before their Eyes, in 

his own Conduct, a moſt illuſtrious Example of 
them, by condeſcending to waſh his Diſciples Feet. 

When he had done this, he put them in mind of 

their Obligation to imitate him, becauſe he was 


their Lord and Maſter, ver. 13——-16. And then 


farther to incourage and excite them to the Exer- 
ciſe cf theſe divine Graces, he adds in the Text, 
If ye know theſe thinas, happy are ye if ye do them. 
If je know This Word, if, does not here denote 
any Uncertainty ; but is only uſed in order to the 
draw ing of a Conſequence, and fignifies the ſame 
as ſince, or, becauſe. Thus the Word #f, is uſed 
in innumerable other Places, particularly in the 
32d Verſe of this Chapter, I God be glorified in im: 
The Meaning is, Foraſmuch as God is glorifed in 
the Son, God ſhall alſo glorify him. In like man- 


ner the Senſe cf the Text is this, © Foraſmuch as 


© ye know theſe Things, it will be happy for you, 
« if ye do them.” The Things they knew w_ 
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1 
the Things which Chriſt had taught them, even 
the Doctrines, Precepts, and Motives of the 
Chriſt ian Religion, together with the perfect Ex- 
ample of all Grace and Virtue, which they had 
ſeen in the Life and Converſation of their divine 
Maſter. They knew what he had required them 
to do, in order to approve themſelves his faithful 
Diſciples, and to ſecure an Intereſt in the Rewards 
of his Service. And this Knowledge of their Du- 
ty laid them under an Obligation to practiſe it: 


If they fulfill'd this Obligation, it would redound 


to their Happineſs, as they were to receive a glo- 
rious and everlaſting Reward from Chriſt, for 
all their Faithfulneſs and Obedience to him-« 
Which alſo implies, that if they ſhould neglect 


" oo practiſe what they knew of their Duty, they 


ſhould not only loſe all this Happineſs, but more- 
over find their Guilt aggravated, and Puniſhment 


increaſed. 
Our Saviour then, in the Text, plainly teaches 


us in the general, That when God, by any means 


whatſoever, has vouchſafed us the Knowledge of 
our Duty, we are under particular Obligations to 
practiſe it; inaſmuch as we ſhall be happy if we 
do, but miſerable if we do not. Indeed we have 
not received the Knowledge of our Duty imme- 
diately from the Mouth of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
yet it has been publiſh'd to us in an authentic man- 
ner by his Apoſtles, in the New Teſtament. And 
from thence it has been often inculcated upon us in 
a moſt ſerious, affectionate, and moving manner 
frei this place, by a late excellent Servant of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Whatever he taught us agreeably to 
the Goſpel, we have been as much obliged to regard 
and practiſe, as if it had been deliver'd to us, im- 
mediately by the Voice of Chriſt himſelf: For 
what Chriſt ſaid of his Apoſtles, is unqueſtionably 


true of all that teach what is really the Will of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, That whoſoever heareth them, heareth him; 
and whoever deſpiſeth their Word, deſpiſeth his, 
Luk. x. 16. Joh. xilt-20, Since then your late dear 
Paſtor {puke in the Name, and by the Authority of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he inculcated on us the 
Docirines and Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, 
jt will be well, it will be happy for us, it we 
practiſe what he ſo taught : But, on the other 
hand, our Ruin and Miſery muſt be the unhappy 
Conſequence, if we walk contrary to his good In- 
ſtructions. He earneſtly urged me to repreſent 
theſe Things to you on this Occaſion ; which, in 
compliance with his dying Requeſt, I now ſet 
my ſelf to do; and that in this Method. 


J. I ſhall remind my ſelf and you what thoſe 
Things were which he taught us, and 
which we know. 

I. I ſhall repreſent to you the Happineſs that 
will attend our doing them. 

II. The Miſery that will be the Conſequence 
of our neglecting to praiſe what we know 
of our Duty, 


I I would briefly remind my ſelf and you of 
thoſe Things which he taught us from the Word 
of God, and which we know. Now the Things 
he taught us were Truths, Duties, and Moti ves to 
Obedience. 


He taught us the great and important Truths 
of the Chriſtian Revelation, together with the 
Principles of Natural Religion. We know that 
there is a God, who made us and all the World, 
who is pofleſs'd of all infinite Perfections, who 
now rules the World by his Providence, and will 
at iaſt judge it by his Son, He has often taught 
us, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, the 

| Saviour 
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Saviour of the World, the appointed Heir and Lord' 
of the whole Creation, the High P ieſt of our Pro- 


feſſion, who made. Aronement for our Sins by his. 


Death, and who now makes continual Interceſſion 


for all that come to God by him. We have often 


learn'd from him, the Doctrine of God's giving 


his Holy Spirit to them that ask him; to the end 


that his Spirit may dwell in their Hearts, and fill 
them both with Grace and Comfort. We have 
often learn'd from his Mouth, the Do& ine of 
God's Grace and Favonr; that he is ready to 
pardon our moſt heinous Ottences, upon our ſincere 
Repentance and Amendment of Life ; and that he 


will vouchſafe us a bleſſed Reſurrection and Im- 


mortality, if we yield an upright and conſtant 
Obedience to the Laws of the Goſpel. { 
2. He taught us, and from time to time in- 
culcated upen us, the neceflary Duties of the 
Chriſtian Life. And as we continually attended 
upon his Miniſtry, we cannot but know them. 
My Brethren, how ignorant ſoever ſome others 
may be of the Precepts of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
we can never pretend, that we have been left 
deſtitute of the Knowledge of them. So that if 
we fin, 'tis not becauſe we do not know to do 
berter, but becauſe we will fin againſt the Light. 
Have we not been clearly inſtructed in the ſeveral 
particular Duties that we owe to God, to Chriſt, 


to the Holy Spirit, to our Chriſtian Brethren, to 


all Mankind, and to our ſelves? Do not we know 
that God is to be feared and loved above all the 
World, and to be worſhipped in Spirit and Truth ? 
Do not we know that we are abſolutely to ſubject 


our Wills to his, to do whatever he requires, and 


to acquieſce in all the Diſpenſations of his moſt 
wiſe and fatherly Providence? Do not we know 
that 'tis our Duty to reverence the Son of God, 


and to ſubmit to his Government as our King? 


Do 
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Do not we know it to be our Duty to cheriſh the 
Motions of the good Spirit of God, and not to 
quench, or grieve him? Do we not know that 
God has required us to love all Mankind with pure 
Hearts fervently, and, as we have Opportunity, 
to do good to all Men, but eſpecially to them that 
are of the Houſhold of Faith > Could we forget 
this Duty when he ſo often preſs'd it, in the moſt 

enerous and extenſive Senſe, and in the very 
Words of our Saviour, a little after the Text ? 
ver. 34, 35. A new Commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another ; as I have loved you, that ye 
alſo love one another. By this ſhall all Men know, 
that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one to another. 
Can we be ignorant of the evil of Injuſtice, 
Uncharitableneſs, Slander, Theft, Adultery, Ma- 
lice, Revenge, Lying, Perjury, and the like Im- 
moralities, againſt which he often warned us? 
Do not we know what Duties we owe to our own 
Souls and Bodies, ſuch as Temperance, Purity, 
Meekneſs, Humility, Self-denial, Mortification of 
evil Affections, and the like perſonal Virtues ? 
Has he not often told us of the Neceſſity of 
leading a holy Life, in order to obtain the Favour 
of God? And do we not know that he had full 
warrant from the Holy Scriptures to ſay ſo? 
You have many times heard him inſiſt upon the 
Neceſlity of your performing thoſe Chriſtian Duties 


which are now too little regarded in the World, 


ſuch as, due and regular Attendance upon the 
Worſhip of God, particularly upon the Lord's 
Supper, ſecret Meditation and Prayer, and the 
like; which your ſelves know to be expreſly in- 
join*d by the Goſpel of God. 

3- Beſides theſe, you have known from him the 
great Motives to Duty which the Chriſtian Religion 
ſupplied him with ; ſuch as the eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments of another World. And he took 


B care 
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care to convince you, that theſe were not any In- 
vent ions of his, but the plain Declarations of 
God's Word, which the Juſtice and Truth of God 
are ingaged to make good. You know that if you 
by patient Continuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
Glory, Honour, and Immortality, you ſhall ob- 
tain a bleſſed Reſurrection and eternal Life. And 
on the other hand, you know, that they who obey 
not the Goſpel, ſhall be puniſh'd with everlaſting 
Torments, in the Lake that burns with Fire and 
Brimſtone. 

Such were the Things that your faithful Moni- 
tor from time to time ſet before you, from the 
holy Scriptures, which he conſider'd to be, what 
undoubtedly they are, Matters of infinitely greater 
moment and importance to you, than all the Diſ- 
putes and Controverſies in the World. And tho 
the Things I have now mention'd are very common, 

lain and obvious, yet it is clear from the general 

ractice of Mankind, that there is as much need 
as ever to inſiſt upon them. And it would have been 
perfectly inconſiſtent with his Courſe of preach- 
ing, as well as the dying Requeſt of my dear 
Friend, to have omitted the mentioning of theſe 
Things for the ſake of finding room to talk of Con- 


troverſy. 


Having mention'd the Things which you know, 
I proceed in the | 

114. Place, To obſerve that you are happy if ye 
do them, All the Knowledge that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt teaches us, is in order to Practice. The 
Truths of Chriſtianity were never delign'd for 
our idle Speculation and Amuſement ; but to 
dire&, influence, and ingage us to the careful and 
diligent Performance of Moral Duties. Our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour's Deſign in making us the Promiſe of 


everlaſting Happineſs, was to incourage us to be 
chearful 
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chearful and conſtant in our Obedience. And by 
the Threatnings of eternal Damnation he in- 
tended to guard us againſt Temptations, and to 
reſtrain us from Sin. And the ſame undoubtedly 
was the great Deſign of thoſe Exhortations and 
Admonitions which you have heard from your 
late Paſtor in this Place, which now, alas! knows 
him no more. Let us now think, my dear Bre- 


thren, how great will be our Happineſs, if we 


faithfully practiſe according to what we know of 
our Duty, and of our Obligations to perform it. 
O the exquiſite Peace and Satisfaction that will 
poſſeſs our Souls, if we have a Conſcience void of 
Offence toward God and toward Men! What a 
Happineſs to know that we are indeed the Chil- 


dren of God, conſequently Heirs of God, and 


joint Heirs with Jeſus Chriſt ! Happy ſhall we be 
if we do not live inconſiſtently with the religious 
Principles and Perſuaſions of our own Mind! Hap- 
py ſhall we be if we have gain'd a Conqueſt over 
our ſelves, over the evil Inclinations and Paſſions of 
our own Hearts, and have ſteadily follow'd the 
peaceful Dictates of human Reaſon and of the Word 
of God ! Moſt happy ſhall we be, if having carefully 
done our Duty, and being conſcious of it, we can 
look Death in the Face with Comfort, and reſt aſ- 
ſured of obtaining a bleſſed Reſurrection, and eter- 
nal Life. But aboveall, how inconceivably great 
will be the Happineſs that the diſcharge of our 
Duty will procure us in the other World, where 
every Evil ſhall be done away, and Saints be happy 
beyond our preſent Comprehenſion ! Since then 
you have been inſtructed in the Knowledge of 
theſe Things, and cannot but be ſenſible, that 
the Practice of the Duties of Chriſtianity, is the 


certain Condition of Happineſs; will you not 


earneſtly ſet your ſelves to that Courſe which 
you know to be ſo abſolutely neceſſary for you ? 
But B 2 III. Let 
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III. Let it be further obſerved, That if you 
negle& to practiſe what you know of your Duty, 


your Condition will be moſt miſerable. This is 


fairly implied in the Text. For if Happineſs will 
attend our doing what we know of our Duty; 
the not doing this muſt needs forfeit our Title to 
that Happineſs, and effectually deprive us of it. 
And as we know, from the Scriptures, there is no 
middle State in the other World, between the 
complete Happineſs of the New Jeruſalem, and 
the Torments of Hell ; but all Mankind muſt dwell 
in the one or the other of theſe to all Eternity: 
So we mult hence neceſſarily conclude, that if we 
know theſe Things, miſerable ſhall we be, if we 
neglect to do them. Miſery will be the natural 
and appointed Conſequence of known and wilful 
Sin; ſuch as Uneaſineſs of Mind, Horror of 
Conſcience, Deſpair of Pardon, racking Fears of 
Death, Concemnation at the Great Day, and 
everlaſting Torments in the World to come. But 
it does not ſeem ſo thoroughly to anſwer the De- 
ſign of the Scheme laid for me, to conſider theſe 
Things in the general, as to obſerve with what 
particular Aggravations our Sins will be attended, 
if we dare to live in them, notwithſtanding the 
Knowledge we have acquired of our Duty, and 
the Exhortations we have received from our late 


incomparable Inſtructor. Theſe two Things I 


ſhall more particularly repreſent to you. | 

1. Our Knowledge of the Will of God greatly 
aggravates all the Sins that we are guilty of. 
And according to the particular degree and 
clearneſs of our Knowledge, ſuch is the degree 
of our Guilt ; and proportional hereto will be 
our Condemnation and Puniſhment. Thus our 
Saviour has expreſly determin'd, Matth. xi. 23. 


Thou Capernaum, which art exalted unto Heaven, 


#- _ 
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ſalt be brought down to Hell- Fir if the mighty 
Works, which have been done in thee, had been done 


in Sodom, it [| i.e. Sodom would not have been 


deſtroy'd, but] would have remained until this Day. 


But I ſay unto you, that it ſhall be more tolerable for 
the Land of Sodom in the Day of Judgment than for 
thee. Luke xii. 47. That Servant which knew bis 
Lord's Will, and prepared not himſelf, neither did ac- 
cording to his Will, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes- 
Had you been educated among the barbarous and 
ignorant Nations of America, without having 
heard of the Goſpel of Chriſt, your Ignorance 
would have excuſed you, in ſome Inſtances, and 
extenuated your Fault in others. Bnt, my 
Brethren, we have, by attending here from time 
to time, been forced to obſerve our Duty whether 
we would or no. Surely we were not alleep all 
the time that this great Man was preaching to 
us! And, by the way, what matter of Grief 


may it now well be to any who did alow them- 


ſelves to ſleep at all in the time of his Miniſtra- 
tions! How gladly would they now rouſe them- 
ſelves and keep awake, could they be ſo happy 
as to hear him again! But I hope none of us 
did habituate our ſelves to this, and ſo we could 


not but have ſome Apprehenſion, and Knowledge 


of the Duties to which he exhorted us. Nay, 
"tis very ſurprizing, if our Knowledge, under 
his Inſtru&ions, be not greater than that of moſt 
other Chriſtians. This I am ſure of, that we 
know enough to be better Chriſtians than we are. 
And if, notwithſtanding this, we live like the 
ignorant and profane Part of the World, our 
Conſciences cannot eaſily be ſilent, and 'tis pity 
they ſhould ;-but as our Sins will be exceedingly 
aggravated by being committed againſt Light 
and Knowledge, ſo our Conſciences will one 
time or other, chaſtiſe us with their ſevereſt 


Stings. 
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Stings. If we can lay them aſleep, and ſear 
them in this Life, and in the Views of Death 
too, yet they will awake in the other World, 
and then ſhall ſleep, and bg at peace, n 


more. 
2. If you neglect to practiſe what you know 


, * 


of your Duty, your Condition will be moſt 


miſerable, when your late Monitor, and his 
Exhortations, ſhall riſe in Judgment againſt 
you, and plead for your Condemnation. My 
Brethren, you muſt die, as your Paſtor did, and 
you ſhall all meet him at the moſt awful Tri- 
bunal of God. But it depends upon your fu- 
ture Management, whether you ſhall ſtand, with 


.him, at the right Hand of Chriſt, or be caſt 


off, at the left, with the Enemies of God. 
Think ſeriouſly, what a dreadful Circumſtance 
it will be, to find the Man you dearly loved, 
and who dearly loved you too, ſtand accuſing 
you before your Judze ; repreſenting the Aggra- 
vations of your Crimes, and pleading with God 
to condemn you | Can you bear, while you 
think of this, to live in the Negle& of God's 
Worſhip, in Pride and Envy, in Drunkenneſs 
and Uncleanneſs, in Oppreſſion and Injuſtice ? 


If you do live in theſe Sins, againſt which he 


ſo often, and ſo ſeriouſly warn'd you from the 
Word of God, what can you expe& but thar, 
at the dreadful Day of Judgment, Chriſt ſhall 


ſet theſe your aggravated Sins in order before _ 


your Eyes, and the more dreadfully condemn 
you, becauſe of the many ſerious and earneſt Ex- 
hortations you have heard and deſpiſed ? He that 
has warn'd you in God's Name, muſt then teſtify 
that he has warn'd you of the evil and danger 
of all ungodly and immoral Courſes. And if 
you will not take the Warning, your Blood will 


be upon your own Heads, while his Soul ſhall 
be 


r 
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be deliver'd, as we read, Exel. iii. 19. If thou 
warn the Wicked, and he turn not from his Wicks 
edneſe, nor from his wicked Way; he ſhall die in his 
Iniquit) : but thou haſt delivered thy Soul, What a 
Happineſs! What a prodigious Joy will it be, 
when you ſhall meet your beloved Friend and 
Paſtor at the Bar of Chriſt, to be then his 
Crown of rejoycing, to be placed with him, 
as Children begotten by him to God, or by 
him nouriſh'd up in the divine Life; and toger 
ther with him to receive that joyful Sentence, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the Foundation of the World ! 
But, on the other hand, what horrid Pangs af 
Torment will tear your Souls, if you ſhould hear 
him then thus plead againſt you: Lord, I 
© often warn'd them from thy Word of this 
* awful Day; but, alas! they heard the Warn- 
ing with the ſame Indifterence as they would 
« 2 Tale that is told. I diſplay'd before their 
«© Eyes the Majeſty, and Terribleneſs of thine 


Appearance; but they were too much har- 


© dened to be moved with the Proſpect. I 
e often put them in mind, as thou gaveſt me 
* in charge, that nothing would ſtand them in 
© ſtead at this time, but Holineſs and Virtue ; 
* and yet they would labour more for the Meat 
te that periſheth, than for the Meat that indures 
ce to everlaſting Life. I repeated theſe Warnings 
and Exhortations to them, every Week; and 
<« yet, alas! they made no due Impreſſion. Lord, 
ce they deſerve all the Wrath with which thy 
* Word has threaten'd them: And J adore and 
© magnify thy imparcial Juſtice, that gives them 

over to the Vengeance of eternal Fire.” 
If we would not have him thus plead againſt 
us, and approve of our Deſtruction at the Great 
Day, let us diligently lay to heart the Things 
he 
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he has taught us agreeably to the holy Scriptures ; 
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faithfully practiſe what we know to be our 
Duty, and perſiſt therein to the end of our 
Lives; fo ſhall we be able to ſtand in the 
udgment, and ſhall r:ceive a Crown of Righte- 
onſneſs that fadeth nos away. 

I have been forced all along in this Diſcourſe, 


to lay a reſtraint upon my Affections, which 


would naturally have broken forth in admiring 
Expreſſions of the Piety, Learning, Uſefulneſs, and 
eminent Worth of the truly great Mr. Peirce. But 
his ſingular Modeſty took a moſt effectual Courſe 
to deprive me of this Satisfaction: He often char- 
ged me, particularly the Day before his Death, 
not to ſay any thing in a way of Commendation 
of him. And that this Charge might be ſure to be 
remember'd, he left it written with his own 
Hand, in theſe Words: 


] leave it in Charge with ſuch as ſhall have 
&« the Care of my Burial, That no Funeral Ser- 


* mon fhall be preach'd, wherein any Encomium 


&* ſhall be beſtow'd upon me. 
* If there be any remarkable Providence in my 


© Removal, I am willing that ſhould be im- 
% proved for the Advantage of my dear Flock. 
& But-I would not have them ſo much as urged 
e to remember, or praiſe any thing I have 
« ever recommended to them, but as it appears 
&© to them to be agreeable to ſound Reaſon; and 


« the holy Scriptures.” 


But tho I maſt not draw his Character, I am 
ſure I ſhall not oftend in giving you the Cha- 
racer that he has left of himſelf, in the Preamble 
to his Will, in theſe Words : | 


« 


F 


Ha 


« I do fincerely and humbly commend my 
* Soul to God, whenever he ſhall pleaſe to call 
eme out of this troubleſom and litigious World; 
ce profeſſing my ſteady belief in one God, the 
„God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
* and in that one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom, 
* as my only Saviour, I have fix'd my Truſt, 
© and thro* whoſe Atonement and Interceſſion 
* alone I deſire and expect to find Mercy with 
te that God, whom I have greatly offended, e- 
© ven While I have endeavour'd to ſerve him 
ce with that Sincerity, which, I truſt, he will 
* accept: Profeſſing likewiſe my ſincere belief 
« of the Chriſtian Religion, as tis contain'd 
ce inthe Holy Scriptures; which I have "— 
«. in the Uprightneſs of my Heart, and with a 
* Plainneſs, to preach : and thanking God with 
© my whole Soul, that he has enabled me to 
te reſiſt the Temptations I have met with, e- 
te ſpecially of late, to corrupt the Word of God: 
& and offer violence to my own Conſcience : 
© and declaring now, under, the moſt ſerious 
ce and ſolemn View of Death and Eternity, 
© that my Conſcience reproaches me not for 
te the Part I have acted in the Controverſy 
© concerning the Trinity; but that I can re- 
« view my publick Behaviour relating to it, 
© with a Confidence whereof, I truſt, I ſhall 
© not be aſham'd in the Day of Judgment: 
& and thanking God, that he has honour'd me 
* to ſuffer Reproach for the Sake of his Truth, 
« anda good Conſcience towards him. 


A 


* 


„ 


This mention of his late Troubles, gives me 
juſt, Occaſion to obſerve, what I hope will not 
interfere with his laſt * that he was great- 


ly 
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iy perſecuted by various ſorts of Men, the Crafty; 


the Jexorant, and the Exvious, who all concurr'd | 


in the ſame general Cry of Hereſy : while at the 


ſame time he conſtantly aſſured them, that he 
believed not any one Article in Religion, but 
what he could expreſs in the very Words of 
the Bible. But I forbear to enter farther into 
this Matter, than only to ſay, that I heartily 
beg of God to 2 to all his Slanderers and 

race to repent of the heavy 
Loads of Injury they caſt upon him, and then 
to vouchſafe them Pardon, that they may leave 
the World with as clear and quiet a Conſcience 


Perſecutors, the 


as he did. 
My Brethren, 


Tho I muſt not ſpeak of his Praiſe ; yet, 
ſurely, I may be indulged one Word concerns ' 
ing our Loſs : Our Loſs, did I ſay! concerning 
the Le ſs ſuſtain'd by the whole Chriſtian World. 
The four laſt Years of his Life were the time | 
of his greateſt Uſefulneſs, wherein he ſet him- 


ſelf to ſtudy and explain the Scriptures with 


greater Diligence and Application than ever- 
And his Notes on the Coloſſrans, Philippians, | 
and Hebrews, beſides many other molt learned 
and ingenious Diſſertations, will preſerve his 
Memory with high Reputation, as long as the | 
Study of the Scriptures 1s of any Value among | 


the Profeſſors of Chriftianity, When he was 
earneſtly purſuing this great and good Deſign, 
God was pleas'd to diſmiſs him from his La- 
bours, and to give him his Reward : And 
while we have reaſon to mourn for this general 
2 we have no Cauſe to be uneaſy at his 
Falls | 


This 
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This Stroke is in a particular manner heavy 
to his Family ; but let them always remember, 
that God had a Right to receive his Servant 
to himſelf, whenever he thought fit : And let 
them bleſs God, that he continued this moſt 
valuable Mercy ſo long with them. Let them 
diligently improve this grievous Diſpenſation of 
Providence to the Weaning their Affections more 
and more from the Things of this World, and 
to their being the more earneſt in ſecuring to 
themſelves that eternal Life, to which he con- 
tinually directed them. May they be Followers 
of him, as he was of Chriſt; and ever truſt in 
God to make all Things work together for their 
good, while they love him, and keep his Com- 
mandments. 

And let us all here preſent, ſeriouſly lay to 
Heart this ſhocking Rebuke of the divine Pro- 
vidence, and conſider wherefore God has thus 
dreadfully contended with us. If we had more 
ſeriouſly regarded, and more faithfully praiſed 
the Chriſtian Duties to which he exhorted us, 
perhaps God might have been willing to have 
left him longer among us, to do more good 
to our Souls, and to have ſeen a more joy- 
ful Succeſs of his Labours. Let us take this 
Warning, and excite our ſelves to more Watch- 
fulneſs and Diligence ; leſt, if we go on to 
provoke God till, by our Barrenneſs and Un- 
fruitfulneſs, he ſhould next proceed to take a- 
way the very Goſpel it ſelf from among us. 
What a Shame is it that we are no better, 
when we have had ſuch extraordinary Helps 
to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. While then 
we mourn for our Loſs, and indeed we have 
as much Reaſon to _— as ever People _ 

2 or 
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for the Loſs of an uninſpired Paſtor, let us turn 
our Sorrow upon our ſelves, and bitterly lament 
before God the Sins whereby we have provoked 
him thus heavily to chaſtiſe us. And now, that 
we ſhall want his Miniſtrations, let us earneſtly 
beg of God to vouchſafe us a more plentiful Ef- 
fuſion of his holy Spirit, as a Spirit of Know- 
ledge, Wiſdom, Peace, . Purity, and Conſola- 


tion, by whoſe Help the divine Ordinances may 
become uſeful and ſaving to us. | 


I have but one thing more to add, and that 
relates to the unexpected time of his Death, 
I the rather take notice of this, becauſe of 
what he has written in his laſt Charge, viz. 
« If there be (ſays he) any remarkable Provi- 
© dence in my Removal, I am willing that ſhould 
ce be improved for the Advantage of my dear 
& Flock,” Now that, which was remarkable in 
his Removal, was, that it was ſudden, and 
unexpected. Eight or Nine Hours before he 
died, he appear'd not to be within Months or 
Years of his Death; but thoſe few Hours pro- 
duced an amazing Change. One Day we flat- 
tered our ſelves with chearful Hopes of his 
Recovery ; but the next Morning they all died 
with him. What is the Improvement then that 
he would, if he could now ſpeak to us, have 
us make of this Providence? Is it not, that 
we ſhould ſeriouſly lay to Heart the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty of our own Lives, and there- 
fore always live in a ſerious Expectat ion of our 
latter End? He that lately preach'd to you, 
will never preach to you in that manner more : 
But tho he is dead, yet now he ſpeaks to you, 
by my Mouth, and charges you in the Name 


of God, and as you will anſwer it at the 
oy | hh © greadful 
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dreadful Day of Judgment, that you immediate- 
ly put away all your Sins by Repentance, and 
ſet your ſelves in Readineſs for Death, inaſ- 
much as you know not what a Day may bring 
forth. Do you know that it ſhall not be your 


turn to die next? Are you ſure you ſhall live 


one Day longer ? Are you ſure you ſhall have 
the Exerciſe of your Underſtanding, when you 
are in Proſpect of leaving the World ? or, is a 
Death-bed a fit or ſufficient time to prepare 
for Eternity? After there was reaſon to con- 
clude that he could not recover, he liv'd but 
Eight or Nine Hours, part of which were 
ſpent in Sleep, and neceſſary Care of the Body ; 
and in the laſt part of the time, he did not 
appear to have a ſufficient command of his Un- 
derſtanding to mind the Affairs either of this 
or the other World. What then could he have 
done, if he had neglected his Soul to the laſt, 
as ſome Men fooliſhly do, hoping that a Death- 
bed Groan and Wiſh, will be ſufficient to carry 
them to Heaven? But he had finiſhed this ne- 
ceſlary Work long before; which made him ſay, 
during his laſt Illneſs, ©* That he was not a- 
* fraid to know that he ſhould die, having a 
* clear Conſcience, which would enable him to 
* ſtand without Terror at the Bar of Chriſt.” 
What remains then, but that we now ſet 
our ſelves, with all ſpeed and zeal, to the 
moſt important Work of Life, which is, to pre- 


pare for Death and Eternity. And O that 


we had ſuch awful Views of Death and E- 
ternity, as would make us dread the Thoughts 
ef Sin, and immoveably fix our Reſolutions of 


Obedience! 
We loved our now departed Friend: Let us 
ſhew we loved him, and value his Memory, 
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by treaſuring up in our Hearts his good Admo- 
nitions, by following his Exhortations, by ad- 


| hering to the Cauſe of God's Truth, and of 
Chriſtian Liberty, for which he greatly ſuffer'd ; 


and eſpecially by ſhewing that we receiv'd real 
Advantage from his Miniſtry, by the ſtrict 
Righteouſneſs, Sobriety, and Godlineſs of our 
Lives and Converſations. 
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